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The ASF Seafarers Committee held its 12th interim meeting in Hong Kong, China on Tuesday, 16th January 2007. The meeting was hosted by the Hong Kong Shipowners Association (HKSOA) and was chaired by Mr. Li Shanmin, China Shipowners Association (CSA). 

Delegates from member associations of China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Chinese Taipei and the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners Associations (FASA), as represented by the shipowner associations of Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam, attended the meeting. The Committee also welcomed observers from GlobalMET and from maritime academies in China and Vietnam. 

Mr. Arthur Bowring, Managing Director of HKSOA, in his capacity as Chairman of the ISF Labour Affairs Committee, held a seminar during the afternoon of 15th January describing recent developments of the ILO Maritime Labour Convention and other labour issues. 

The Committee noted that IMO’s STW Committee would review STCW’95 in order to consider whether the convention and code should be revised.  Members agreed that, since the majority of the world’s seafarers were recruited and supplied from the region, ASF Associations should contribute to the review by sharing their experiences of implementing STCW’95.  
The Committee discussed the debate in the industry on Safe Manning and the review of Resolution A.890(21) by IMO’s STW Committee. The considered that it was essential to determine the extent of any link between fatigue and manning levels by independently audited research to be carried out in order to investigate actual work/rest hours on a selection of different vessel types. 

The Committee noted the development of a correspondence group within the IMO to consider the development of competences for deck and engine room ratings for inclusion within the STCW Convention as well as its final report to IMO on the progress made. The Committee expressed its concern about the definition of ‘AB seafarer’ and considered that an alternative, more acceptable title needs to be agreed, not including the term AB, so as to try and prevent an unintended link with the ILO minimum wage. 

The Committee supported the ILO campaign to promote the new Maritime Labour Convention and appealed to ASF members to provide the necessary assistance to high level tripartite missions when they visit their individual countries and/or regions. The Committee was pleased to note the encouraging interest of individual governments in the region towards the implementation of the Convention. 

The Committee expressed its concern over the current and future development of Port State and Flag State Guidelines for inspection in accordance with the Convention. The Committee encouraged Governments and other parties concerned to exercise full tripartite efforts to agree practical and reasonable guidelines as soon as possible for the smooth and rapid implementation of the MLC.

The Committee expressed its concern about the slow progress on the ratification of Convention 185. The Committee is concerned that shore leave is becoming increasingly difficult for seafarers transiting to and from vessels and considered that this will have a seriously negative impact on seafarer retention. 

The Committee encourages Governments to make full use of the IMO/ILO guidelines on the Fair Treatment of Seafarers in the event of a Maritime Accident and supports the creation of an effective mechanism to monitor any implementation of the Guidelines and record any areas where revision might become necessary. 

The Committee noted that the negotiation on the employment conditions of international seafarers for the year of 2008 onward will start this May in the 3rd International Bargaining Forum. The Committee reiterated the necessity to harmonize the voices of Asian to achieve stable employment and smooth supply of Asian seafarers.

The Committee also reaffirmed its previously stated position that the employment conditions of seafarers should be commensurate with the living standards and economic situation of each country where the seafarers are domiciled, and the employment conditions should be determined through negotiation between the employers and the representative groups in the countries where seafarers are domiciled rather than on a single global basis.  

The meeting was pleased to note the efforts of ASF members in promoting the local awareness of youngsters to consider a seafaring career and was encouraged to note that the number of new officer cadets is increasing in the region. The meeting welcomed cooperation between the training institutions and shipowners in the training and employment of seafarers in Asia and considered that the importance of traditional seamanship should be emphasized to ensure operational safety. The meeting considered that these interactions would assist in the continued promotion of the supply and employment of Asian seafarers. 
Capt. Rod Short, Executive Secretary of GlobalMET (formally AMETIAP), made a presentation to the Committee on the aims and objectives of GlobalMET and its future work program. The Committee welcomed the growth and activities of GlobalMET and agreed to collaborate with GlobalMET in the review of STCW, as GlobalMET’s members had a good understanding of the areas in which STCW95 could be improved. 

The Committee accepted the offer from China Shipowners Association to host the 13th interim meeting of the Committee in Zhoushan in the autumn of 2007. The Committee expressed its gratitude to the Hong Kong Shipowners Association (HKSOA) for its kindness and generosity in hosting the 12th interim meeting in Hong Kong.
16th January 2007

Editor’s note:

The Asian Shipowners Forum consists of 7 Shipowners’ Associations in the Asian region, being those from Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, and the Federation of ASEAN Shipowner Associations. Between annual ASF meetings, the ongoing work is carried out by five “S” Committees; the Shipping Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers Committee, the Ship Recycling Committee, the Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the Ship Insurance and Liability Committee. The main objectives of the Seafarers Committee are to ensure and maintain common standards of training, to promote the stability of employment and acceptance of Asian seafarers and to monitor, consider and comment upon any new international maritime legislation and convention on manning and training. It has been estimated that ASF Owners and Managers control and operate over 40% of the world’s cargo carrying fleet. 
- Ends -
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