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Philippines wants half of newbuilds

16:35 20 Nov 2007

THE Philippines says it will be able to crew half of all ships to be
delivered in the next four to five years as part of its commitment
to tackle the shortage of gualified personnel.
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TOKYO 20 November -[The Japan P&I Clublhas announced that it will raise advance calls
by 20% from next year. The move is necessary “to improve the financial strength of the

Association and to adjust premium level to address the high level of claims costs,” the
Club explained.lPoorly trained crews, and a shortage of seafarersgre blamed by the

Tokyo-based mutual insurer for recent steep increases in the level of P&I claims. “The

deteriorating loss ratio of ocean-going vessels can no longer be regarded as transient,”
Japan P&I concluded, in a clear indictment of declining manning quality, adding that the
association had to protect its credit capability. A total of JPY13Bn ($120M) in claims was
paid out by the association during 2006, an increase of 31% over 2005 on an insured fleet
exceeding 6,200 vessels in total.
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Crew crunch reaching crisis point
CRISIS could be acute enough by next year to prevent vessels sailing, warns HKSA
managing director Arthur Bowring.

Crew crunch a safety risk says Gard
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